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was torn by conflicting emotions. Although he recognized that Bardeen and Brattain’ s

invention had beena * “magnificent Christmas present” * to Bell Labs, he was
chagrined that he had not had a direct role to play in this obviously crucial break-

through. “ “My elation with the group’ s success was tem-pered by not being one of
the inventors,” ’ he recalled a quarter century later (Shockley, 1976). ° ‘I
experienced frustration that my personal efforts, started more than eight years before,

had not resulted in a significant in-ventive contribution of my own.” " )
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