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that when you see a beautiful painting, and you see light shimmering on a pond,
or you see a beautiful sunrise, do you see equations? And I confessed, I do." —
Michio Kaku.
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Some people think that this kind of understanding “spoils” the emotional
experience. I think this is rubbish. It demonstrates a depressing sort of aesthetic
complacency. People who make such statements often like to pretend they are
poetic types, wide open to the world s wonders, but in fact they suffer from a
serious lack of curiosity: they refuse to believe the world is more wonderful
than their own limited imaginations. Nature is always deeper, richer, and more
interesting than you thought, and mathematics gives you a very powerful way to

appreciate this. —lan Stewart in his "Letters to a Young Mathematician'.
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